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Dear Friends, 
 
Sometimes I find myself, especially in a busy season like Lent, 
wishing I could just stop and really take it all in. The lived reality 
of any priest is of course that we rush around making sure that 
parishioners get the maximum benefit from all that the ecclesi-
astic season of Lent has to offer. Truth be told, it has been a real-
ly good and holy Lent this year. 
 
We are now at Easter. The “strife is over, and the battle won”. 
What we need to focus on is what Jesus has won for us – full and 
abundant life free from any guilt of past failures. The past we 
leave in ashes. We do have to ask ourselves how we live the Res-
urrection life.  
 
I think the answer lies in what we have been doing this Lent for the Lent Course, particu-
larly as our Diocese shifts its concentration  to the Communion wide focus on intentional 
discipleship. The Lent Course this year focussed on our Diocesan Synod theme. We shall 
drink from these wells; They devoted themselves to the Apostle’s Teachings and Fellow-
ship to the Breaking of Bread and the prayers. This theme is drawn from the description of 
the emerging Church in Acts Chapter 2. 
 
As we move toward focussing on discipleship (I guess that what we do anyway) we need 
to consider carefully what wells we drink from. I think of well in terms of a borehole – a 
deep hole in the ground into which we lower a pump to access precious ground water, 
which is a precious resource in our water scarce land. In a way this is what we do as Chris-
tians, we have wells (or boreholes as the case may be) where we can access the Living 
Water. In John 4:10 while Jesus is engaging with a Samaritan woman, we find Jesus 
hinting that he is the Living Water that  he offers to this unnamed, foreign woman 
(actually in the text Jesus is the foreigner) with a dubious background. That’s what we 
seek, Jesus the Living Water, a precious resource that is given to us for cleansing and re-
viving. The wells we use to access the precious water we call Jesus are four-fold in the 
emerging Church of the Acts of the Apostles.  
 
Firstly, the Apostles Teaching refers to the knowledge we need. And the knowledge we 
need we gain from regular and honest engagement with our Sacred Texts – The Bible. 
 
Secondly, the Fellowship we have as a community of faith is important. We learn from the 
Acts of the Apostles that they were regular in getting together. Our Faith and our individu-
al journeys may be deeply personal, but I always say it is not private. So, as we move into 
the new Church season of Resurrection we need to be, like the Church of Acts, Intentional 
about having fellowship with Each other. By being intentional fellowship becomes over 
time a natural thing. We need to be honest though, communities can be closed and  
cliquey. So, we need to be Attractive to those who would join. We’re told that because of 
the Emerging Church was the way it was, the Lord added to their number daily. 
 
The third dimension of our corporate life is our Sacramental life chiefly expressed in our 
Diocesan theme of being devoted to The Breaking of the Bread. This sacramental way of 



 

 

being is the way in which we connect corporately in worship and is an important part of our devotion to Christ and drinking 
from the Living Water that is Christ.  
 
Over the past year I have often spoken about converting our head knowledge into heart knowledge. All of us have in some 
way been brought up into a knowledge of Christ. But what about knowing Christ above knowing Jesus in a personal way.  
Saint Paul writes in his letter to the Philippians (3.8), “I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of know-
ing Christ Jesus my Lord.” How do we set everything aside and devote ourselves to Jesus, and getting to know him. Well, 
the only way to get to know someone is by talking to him and this is where we need to devote ourselves to a regular prayer 
life. 
 
As we move from Lent into Easter let us then drink from the wells of the Apostles Teaching, Fellowship, the breaking of 
bread and the prayers. Let us devote ourselves to these wells so that we can drink from the Living Water who is Christ  
Jesus our Lord. 
 
Happy Easter! Christ is Risen and we are risen! 
 
VERNON 
(Easter 2019) 

 
 

 
 

How does the Last Supper relate to the Passover? 
 
 
The Jewish feast of the Passover would have started at sunset on Friday with the eating of the Seder meal, of 
roast lamb, unleavened bread and bitter herbs . This was why the preparation, which included the slaughtering of 
the Pascale lambs was done on Friday, which was when our Pascale Lamb, Jesus, was crucified, and why the bodies 
had to be removed before sunset, which marked the start of the Passover.  
 
So, how does the Last Supper fit in? 
 
On Thursday, which was to become Maundy Thursday, Jesus, after washing 
the feet of the disciples, broke bread, and passed around the cup of wine. No 
mention is made of roast lamb. He then went and prayed in the Garden of 
Gethsemane, which was where he was arrested. So Jesus did celebrate the 
Passover meal, but this was the meal of the new Passover, the Passover of 
Jesus, and, for Christians, this supersedes the old Passover which would be 
eaten on Good Friday after sunset. 
As Luke records, when he passed around the cup, Jesus’ words were “this cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, which will be shed for you. Do this in remem-
brance of me.”   
 
PLACE OF THE SKULL 
 
Golgotha is an English version of the Aramaic word for ‘skull;. The Latin word is ‘calvaria’  which gives us the word 
Calvary. 
 
Adapted and taken from The Bible Guide by Andrew Knowles. 

The Empty Tomb 



 

 

 
APRIL 2019:  DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 
 
12 April  Archdeaconry Clergy Meeting @ Eesterus   09-00 

   ‘Stations of the Cross’         18-00     

13 April  Palm Cross Knotting & Church Cleaning from   09-00   

14 April  PALM SUNDAY        07-00 & 09-00  

17 April  Wednesday Eucharist followed by LENT COURSE  09-00 

18 April  Renewal of Clergy Vows      10-00 

   MAUNDY THURSDAY EUCHARIST     19-00  

    Followed by the Watch of the Passion 

19 April  GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE   12 to 15-00 

20 April  Holy Saturday Friends of Tumelong  

21 April  EASTER SERVICE OF LIGHT   05-00 

   Easter Eucharist     09-00 

 

 

 

 

 

25 April  Glenhaven Eucharist       11-00 

30 April  Council Meeting        18-00  

 

 

 

 

 

MAY 2019: DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

01 May  IRENE HOMES FÊTE 

07 May  Lay Ministers Meeting   18-00 

10 May  Bishops Golf Day 

11 May  Tumelong AGM 

17 May  Chapter  

18 May  Diocesan Standing Committee & Ecumenical Prayer @ The Glen Methodist Church 

21 May  Council Meeting    18-00 

23 May  Clergy Day 

   Glen Haven     11-00 

   Archdeaconry Council Meeting @ Kwa Mhlanga 

30 May   ASCENSION DAY Eucharist  09-00 and 19-00  (Thursday) 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE THAT THESE DATES COULD CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE. 

Ascension of Jesus 



 

 

HISTORIC EVENT 
 

CORPUS CHRISTI TAKES IT TO ANOTHER LEVEL – 
 

 THE AWF BRANCH HAS BEEN LAUNCHED 
 

 
The Corpus Christi Parish has taken it to another level. In its history, the Parish has for the first time launched its AWF 

Branch on the 31
st
 of March 2019 at a Corpus Christi based event led by Father Vernon Foster. This occasion was preceded 

by a Quite morning session held on the 30
th
 of March 2019 conducted by Father Vernon with the eight members who were 

to be pinned on Mothering Sunday, the 31
st
 March 2019 

 

It was on the morning of 31
st
 March 2019 that many who wanted to be witnesses, support and celebrate with the Corpus 

Christi Parish family made their way to this Parish. This occasion was well attended by the AWF Family across various lev-

els of the Diocese, as well as the Corpus Christi family. The Archdeaconry representatives from Pretoria East also graced 

the occasion. The Diocesan Executive led by the President, Ms Peggy Kambule worked side by side with Father Vernon 

towards the admission of the first eight AWF members, who committed themselves to this journey of faith, stepping up to be 

counted as women of God.  

It was at this occasion that the Branch AWF banner was unveiled and blessed by Father Vernon. This was followed by the 

admission of the Corpus Christi AWF Parish Executive to office. The proceedings of the day were followed by fellowship and 

networking in the beautiful parish garden to the delight of the guests, served by the Corpus Christi family members. 

 

The Guild Chairperson, Ms Civil Legodu expressed appreciation of guidance leadership and immense support received from 

Father Vernon and the buy in from the Parish Council. She also thanked the Diocesan Executive and Archdeaconry for their 

availability to engage and provide guidance since the initiation of the process of the guild establishment. Additionally, she 

expressed gratitude to the Guild members and their families and the entire Corpus Christi family indicating that it was the 

collective efforts of all these key players that led to the birth of the AWF Guild within the Corpus Christi Parish. 

 


